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“The” is the most commonly used word in the English 
language. It can be used in many different situations, 
as can the indefinite article “a,” and the zero article.

New language  Generic “the”

Vocabulary  Exploration and invention

New skill  Using advanced articles

Using articles to generalize

KEY LANGUAGE GENERIC “THE”
You can use “the” with a single countable noun to talk about 
a class of things in general. Inventions, musical instruments, 
and species of animal are often referred to in this way.

CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORDS IN EACH SENTENCE

Referring to an invention, 
not an individual telescope.

Referring to a type of musical instrument, 
not an individual instrument.

Referring to a species of animal, 
not an individual animal.
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ANOTHER WAY TO TALK ABOUT A CLASS OF THINGS
You can also use a plural countable noun 
without an article to talk about a class of things.

REWRITE THE SENTENCES, CORRECTING THE ERRORS

Referring to the invention, not  
a particular group of telescopes.

Referring to the type of musical instrument, 
not a particular group of violins.

Referring to the species of animal, 
not a particular group of cheetahs.

264-267_289759_EFE_69.indd   265 06/06/2016   11:51



266

KEY LANGUAGE DEFINITE AND INDEFINITE ARTICLES WITH NAMES
You normally use the  
zero article with the  
name of a person.

You can use the definite 
article before a person’s 
name to differentiate 
them from another person 
with the same name.

You can use the indefinite 
article when the focus is 
on a particular name, 
rather than the person.

In this case, “the” is 
pronounced “thee.”

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE CORRECT ARTICLES, LEAVING A GAP  
FOR THE ZERO ARTICLE
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CHECKLIST

 Generic “the”   Exploration and invention   Using advanced articles  

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

A radio show is reviewing a museum 
exhibition about women in space.

REVIEW THE ENGLISH YOU HAVE LEARNED IN UNITS 66–69

“HAVE / GET SOMETHING DONE”

COMPLEX SUBJECT–VERB AGREEMENT

“SO” AND “SUCH”

GENERIC “THE”

ARTICLES WITH NAMES

NEW LANGUAGE SAMPLE SENTENCE UNIT
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